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PREFACE.

In preparing an English translation from an authcutic nar-
rative by an intelligent observer, of the events of the war of
1755-60,! we hope to contribute a valuable addition to the lite-
rature of an interesting period of American history. Our
impressions of these events, have been chiefly derived from
English authors, who often evinced a partizan spirit in their
narratives unworthy of the historian, and who even when
they sought to leave a faithful record, could at most, present
but a partial statement of what they saw on their side. The
ineidents of a battle or of a siege, as witnessed from an English
camp, might appear quite different, if seen through the loop-
holes of a fort, or from behind the intrenchments of the
French, and a full and truthful knowledge of the whole subject
can only be attained by the study of the historians of both
parties.

The memoirs here presented, bear eonclusive evidence of
having been written in a spirit of candor and truth, and being
chiefly founded upon personal observation, or the statements
of eye witnesses, they possess the merit of being original

1Memoires sur la derniere Guerre de I’Amerique Septentrionale,
entre la France et 1'Angleterre, suivis d’Observations, dont plusieurs
sont relatives au théatre actuel de la guerre, de nouveaux détails
sur les moeurs les usages des Sauvages, avee des Cartes Topograph-
iques. Par M. Pouchot, Chevalier de I’ ordre Royal & Militairede St.
Louis, ancien Captaine au Régiment de Béarn, Commandant des forts
de Niagara de Lévis, en Canada, — Yverdon, M.DCCC, LXXXI, 12mo,
3 vols., pp. 184, 808, & 380, with three maps.,
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authority. The narrative of an Indian scout, or of a deserter,
even though partly or entirely erroneous, heecomes itself a part
of history, when it leads to military movements or preparations,
and we cannot duly estimate the merit of events, without
understanding all the causes which operated in producing them.

The anthor doubtless prepared these memoirs as hisown jus-
tification in the affairs with which he had been eoncerned, and
he freely presents his own merits upon every occasion ; yet we
find nothing inconsistent in his career as an honest, brave and
energetic officer, inspired with honoerable ambition, and an
earnest zeal for the success of the I'rench arms. The entire
freedom with which he speaks of the corruptions of the adminis-
tration, is a sufficient proof that he was not a partner to the
frands which hastened the downfall of the ¥rench in Canada.

Although this work has been in the hands of historians
engaged npon the special period to which it relates, it is scarcely
known in our public libraries, or in private collections of Ameri-
can history. We are indebted to the library of Harvard Uni-
versity in Cambridge, for the use of the copy from which this
translation was prepared. Our especial thanks are due to Mr.
J. Langdon Sibley, the accomplished librarian of that institu-
tion, for facilities which have been of the greatest service.

It will be observed that the original edition was printed in
Switzerland, fourteen years after the author’s death, under the
earc of an editor whose name does not appear. It is probable
that some restriction of government, upon publications of this
class, may have occasioned its issne beyond the limits of F'rance.

The notes of -the original edition are in all cases designated,
and to those which we have added, we have usually given the
authorities upon which based, or from whence derived.

131/ S e
LowviLLE, N. Y., Feb. 10, 1866.



PREFACE OF THE ORIGINAL EDITION.

We may seek in vain among the numerous period-
icals—the archives of falsehood and ignorance, for
the materials of history. Special memoirs can alone
supply them, and in now publishing those of M.
Pouchot upon the late war in North America, we
believe that we fulfill this important object at a happy
moment—that of the revolution, which has broken
the fetters of that continent, and changed the political
gystem of Europe.

Several works upon this war have appeared long
since in England, but their partizan tendency made it
desirable that we should have accounts more faithful
and better capable of transmitting to posterity those
traits of valor which in the new world sustained the
honor of the French nation, even in the midst of
reverses. These were 8o constant, that fortune in dis-
playing them in every part, seemed to contradict her
character.

+  If the prejudices of state appear sometimes to mis-
lead M. Pouchot, we venture the assurance, that they
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are never so strong as to lead him to betray the
interests of truth, either by alteration or disguise.
This quality is impressed upon all his narratives, and
is expressed with a simplicity that often degenerates
into a too obvious negligence of style. 'We can easily
pardon this fault in an officer less careful in saying,
than in doing well. Besides this, the language of
camps is not always that of the tribunals of oratory.

Those parts of this work in which the sense might
appear unintelligible or obscure, are almost the only
ones we have ventured to correct. We have allowed
ourselves some light retrenchments. Perhaps the
author would have made himself a greater number if
he had found time to review his memoirs, in which it
was still necessary to change the order of several parts.

In fact 2 more careful reader would be-impatient at
finding historical narratives placed after the excellent
geographical observations which they tend to illustrate,
and to which we have added some remarks upon the
Apalachian Mountains and the Falls of Niagara. We
have therefore with rcason, placed these observations
at the end of the memoir, and before the precious
details upon the manners and customs of the Indians.
This latter essay, is the result of those relations which
our author as commander, was obliged to form with
the principal nations of the continent of North
America.



EULOGY UPON M. POUCHOT.

A literary man identifies himself in his works ; their
merit is the measure of his praise, and their existence
alone suffices for his glory. He, on the contrary, who
devotes himself to his country’s service, more willing
to shed his blood for her than toperpetuate the memory
of his own exploits, leaves to posterity the care of
doing him justice. We are therefore under strong
obligations to collect these titles of honor where they
can be safe from the sponge of oblivion, especially
when the theatre of action was a distant country, and
they ran the greater risk of being buried. Of such
were the intrepid defenders of Canada, among whom,
M. Pouchot holds a distinguished rank.

In publishing his memoirs, we acquit his fellow citi-
zens of a debt, and in giving him here the just tribute
of our praise, we satisfy our own duty. The Truth
will never have occasion to reproach us. It is not
to do injury that we borrow hislanguage. Simple and
precise, it rarely becomes deceitful —a quality that
always needs precedents.



4 EULOGY UPON M. POUCHOT.

M. Pouchot was born at Grenoble in 1712, of a
worthy father, who had not sought in commerce the
dangerous means of bequeathing scaudalous luxuries,
and by enriching his heirs, to render them good-for-
nothing Sybarites. He left by a premature death, the
sad liberty to his widow of another marriage, which
she hastened to improve. The feelings of the mother
lost strength from day to day in the arms of her new
husband; the voice of interest became more powerful,
and plunged the children of the first marriage into
deepest gulf of misery from which they counld searcely
emerge. The author of these memoirs, to avoid the
sacrifice of his talents, like others less prudent but
more eager for profit, entered the service in 1738 as a
volunteer engineer, a position to which nature had
destined him. He lost nothing of hisrights, when the
next year he passed to the regiment of Béarn. Far
from believing that his new employment made appli-
cation neecdless, or that he could now live idly at rest,
he continued to study the great art of Vauban and
Cohorn in the midst of the tumult of camps.

His attainments were not long unobserved, but
attracted the notice of M. de Maillebois, who put M.
Pouchot in the way that his genius led him. This
general directed him to labor under M. Bourcet, upon
the entrenchments of Borgo-Forte, in the Sarraglio,
and upon those of Ferrara upon Mount Baldo. The
war in Corsica furnished onr author with other occa-
sions to gratify the irresistible desire always arising in
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stroug minds of being usefully engaged. He was
employed in fortifying these posts, and in laying out
roads in the interior of that unhappy island, whose
poverty could not save it from the ybke of thoseinflex-
ible tyrants, the republican and despotie Genoese.

We will not follow M. Pouchot through all the eam-
paigns of Italy, Flanders and Germany, whose glory
he shared with the French troops. In 1744, he was
charged by government with examining the route of
Tyrol, and in preparing a map which he accompanied
by an instruetive memoir. In the last year but one of
this war, he entrenched the campof Tournai, under
the orders of M. de Villemur.

These. services obtained for our brave officer a
reward, that of captain by brevet, and the cross of St.
Louis. These were to him as a due, and not as a favor,
a ministerial term,in truth very improper in its origin,
but whicli unfortunately we may nowadays often justify
in the use.

The peace not being settled upon a solid basis, the
ambition of England soon sought to overthrow it. To
antieipate or stop her enterprises, France sent several
battalions to Canada. That of Béarn, to whiech M.
Pouchot was attached, was one of these. The
memoirs we publish reuder it needless to enter here
upon any of the details, of the brilliant actions and
important services of this officer. The defense of
Niagara called forth all those varied resources that

his genius did not fail to furnish him. Ie never
2
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yielded to his wants which increased in proportion to
the superior forces of the enemy. He was not over-
whelmed at Fort Lévis, in the ashes of which it would
be due after death to place his tomb, and to erect a
monument worthy of his intrepidity.

If he there escaped the sword of his country’s foes,
it was only to be exposed to the bitter assaults of
calumny athome. M. Berryer, Minister of the Marine,
mindful of having been a lieutenant of police, thought
he should employ this civil inquisition so useful to
restrain a vile and corrupt populace, but too often
turned against the peace of the good, —to hunt out the
authors of the many abuses and transgressions that
had occasioned the loss of Canada. In pursuance of
this, he engaged an informer to play the part of a para-
site, to the end that he might discover all those whose
relations with the commissary general might lead to
suspicion of their conduct. He had shared the hos-
pitality of M. Pouchot’s table, having come to speak
of the provisioning of Fort Lévis. This did not how-
ever prevent M. Kervisian, for that was the name of
the informer, from aeccusing this brave officer upon his
return to France.

M. Berryer had then left the ministry. His suc-
cessor without adopting his system of espionage,
wished nevertheless to profit by this unlucky ecircum-
stance where the truth had for its adversaries the
guilty, who sought to multiply their accomplices to
shield themselves from exemplary punishment. Se-
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veral lettres de cachet were issued, ordering the accused
to be taken to the Bastile.! M. Pouchot was reposing
in the bosom of his family from the fatigues of war,
when he learned with surprise that they intended to
arrest him. He did not wait for this, but instantly
repaired to the court.

In presenting himself to the minister, he spoke in
these words: ¢“Ihave come from Canada, where I have
a thousand times exposed my life for the interests of
my country. Her enemies offered me employment,
money, and an advantageous position, but I rejected
their offers. The loss of my patrimony is all the fruit
left me for my labors and my services. What do you
want? Of what do they accuse me?”

The thunder of Power ceased to mutter when the
voice of Innocence was heard. They only replied to
M. Pouchot by praising him, and said they only needed
witnesses like him to conviet the guilty. “Inow see,”
he replied, ¢that some vile defamer,—an infamous
spy, whom you have shamefully raised to the grade of
an officer, is the soul of this proccedure. What affinity
could I have with M. Bigot? and his accomplices?

1By a royal commission, issued in Deeember, 1762, more than fifty
persons were ordered to be tried for frauds or misconduet in the affairs
of Canada, including the Governor, Intendant, seventeen Command-
ants of Posts, two Commissaries of the Marine, and one Commissary of
the Superior Couneil of Quebec. The trial lasted three years, and the
court decreed that twelve millions of livres should be restored to the
king,— Eb.

2Fran¢ois Bigot was accused by Cadet, Contractor General of
Canada, on his return to France, and thrown into the Bastile, where
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‘Would they ery down a witness who would refuse to
-testify for them ?”” M. Pouchot having promised to
report himself whenever they wanted him, was not
only permitted to go freely, but they furthermore
assured him that he should shortly enjoy the recom-
penses due to his services. But hereceived none. At
the court they imbibed constantly from the waters of
the stream of oblivion, to anticipate its effect. He
was there but for a moment, and the information only
prevented M. Pouchot from being seized.

After the affair of Carillon, M. de Montcalm had
asked for him a brevet of Lieutenant Colonel. The
minister granted him only a moderate pension. The
man so distinguished in that memorable combat, and
who afterwards defended with such valor and intelli-
gence the forts of Niagara and Lévis, could not break
down the barriers which separated the employed sub-
alterns from the superior grades, an obstacle over
which intrigue would manage to triumph without dif-
ficulty. )

Having obtained neither favor nor advancement,
and with only the satisfaction of being judged worthy
of them, M. Pouchot returned to Grenoble. He sought
no revenge for the ingratitude of his country but from
new services, and he seized with ardor upon the occa-
sion which the troubles in Corsica presented, and

he remained eleven months in close confinement. He was subse-
quently banished to Bordeaux, where he spent the remainder of his
life in ease and comfort.— . Y, Col. Ilist., x, 1126.— Ebp.
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which first begun by tyranny and then increased by
habits of license and terror, were destined to destroy
him by the first fire.

Three months before he left for- this island, he
undertook at the solicitation of his friends, to write
his memoirs. This short space of time did not permit
him to arrange them with care, nor to use his materials
properly. They are not the less interesting nor less
useful, for, to a knowledge of his art, the author joined
that courage to tell the truth, which is so often
silenced by fortune, of which faint heartedness is a
striking attribute.

Upon arriving in Corsica, M. Pouchot was employed
after his taste, but this time with sad result. Having
received orders to advance, with a detachment of fifty
men, to reconnoitre a post, he was abandoned by his
own, and killed on the 8th of May, 1769, by some Cor-
sicans concealed in the bushes. Thus Death which he
had often braved, sought to gain. his end, and by a
kind of revenge, had recourse to the hand of vile
assassins to give the final stroke.

His generals regretted him, and his loss was
lamented by his family which was very large. Among
all its members cqually distinguished for their virtues
and their services, he had chosen before his departure,
for his heir, one of his brothers, who having passed a
long time in the employment of the finance, had never
breathed its contagious air, and who well deserved the
public esteem.



CERTIFICATE OF M. LE MARQUIS DE
VAUDREUIL.

We, Pierre de Rigaud, Marquis de Vaudreuil, of
the Grand Cross of the Royal and Military Order of
St. Louis, formerly governor and lieutenant general
for the king, of all New France:

Certify, that Sieur Pouchot, captain of the regiment
of Béarn, has conducted himself in the different com-
mands which we have entrusted to him, of Forts
Niagara and Lévis, as well in their construction, with
which we charged him as in their defense, with all the
sagacity, zeal, intelligence and economy which could
be expected from an accomplished officer. We eertify
the same of his talents in managing the Indians, and
in attaching them to the service, during the sieges
which unfortunate circumstances obliged him to sus-
tain, and in which he maintained the honor of the
king’s arms with a rare valor, and which have gained
him merited esteem:

1st, At Niagara, where he maintained himself nine-
teen days in an open entrenchment, with four hundred
and fifty men of the troops and militia, of whom one
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hundred and seventcen were killed or wounded,
against about five thousand English and Indians, of
whom the first two generals, Prideaux and Johnson*
were killed.!

2d, At Fort Lévis, with two hundred and fifty men,
soldiers and militia, where there were sixty men killed
and wounded. Among the first of these, was his
artillery officer. 'With this small force, he sustained
himself eleven days against General Amherst, who
had eleven thousand men, regular troops and Indians,
with formidable artillery; and especially when at-
tacked by a heavy force by land and water on the 22d
of August by the enemy. He then grounded and took
a brigantine of twenty-two guns, in which were three
hundred men. He then grounded two others, one of
eighteen pieces, and the other of ten pieces of twelves.
He behaved with equal distinction in the other opera-
tions in which he employed him, and in other occa-
gions where he was found, as at Oswego, where he
directed the siege of that place, and equally at the
affair of Carillon, of which we gave an account to the
minister at the time.”? In testimony of which we have
gigned for him this present certificate, .and have
attached the seal of our arms, at Paris, the 6th of May,

1761. Signed,
VAUDREUVIL.

1Prideaux only was killed — Ep.
28ee N. Y. Ool. ILst., X, "779.— ED.



INTRODUCTION.

Notwithstanding a century and a half of possession,
the French never derived any profit from that vast
region of North America known under the name of
Canada. The colony so planted was, so to speak, still
in its infancy when it passed under a foreign yoke.
They might have doubtless come out from this state
of weakness, or rather of non-existence, and have
become in time, very useful to the mother country,
had they been better known, and had we not been so
often deceived by those who should have enlightened
us. We had in France such false ideas of this country,
that it was deemed only valuable for the fur trade, and
it was believed that there was no distinction between
the colonists proper and the Indians.! Ignorance and
blindness finally went so far as to cause congratula-
tions at its loss.

17t was even supposed in France, that a Canadian had an extraor-
dinary figure and still stranger manners. In New England, although
near Canada, they still in the late war, regarded the inhabitants of
that country as demi-savages, because they werc persuaded that the
French took no wives except from among the Indians.— Note in
Original.
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England, to prevent its rival from opening her eyes
to the advantages of Canada, meditated an invasion of
the territory in time of peace. The eourt of London
at length became wearied of wasting its strength and
treasure, in fruitless attempts to injure the Freneh by
succoring her encmies; and soon after the conclusion
of the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle,! it formed a project
to appropriate the French colony of Canada or New
France, which came to be regarded as the most solid
bulwark then opposed to its enterprises. It was from
the first, an object to carry upon the river St. Lawrence
the establishments which we had carly formed on the
borders of Acadia, and those we had projected, as well
on the side of Hudson’s Bay as beyond the Alleghanies,
toward the Ohio River, or upon the banks of lakes
Ontario and Erie, where we were not limited by bound-
aries. It would result from this plan, that whatever
remained to France would be useless to her, since they
could hold the entrance.

The council at St. James, gave good attention to
the complaints and reclamations on the part of France,
who proposed to nominate commissioners from each
nation to agree upon the boundaries of their respective
colonies. This proposition was accepted, and they
decreed as a preliminary, that nothing should be under-
talen in the country upon whose territory a decision
was to be made. This convention had scarcely been

1Oct. 7, 1748, — Ep.
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signed, when England made no scruple in violating it.
Her commissioners were never able to agree with those
of France, because they were secretly ordered to con-
stantly excite difficulties and to agree upon nothing.
Louis XV meanwhile desired peace at whatever price,
and his ministers believed that they could secure and
maintain it upon conditions which England would not
have rejected under any other circumstances. But she
now availed herself of the preponderance of her naval
forces, to destroy the commerce of the French, whose
progress had aroused her hatred and cxcited her
Jjealousy.

Had we penetrated this motive, we should not have
been astonished that the British ministry did not
respond to the advantageous propositions of the court
of Versailles, except by inadmissible demands. Not-
withstanding this, they pretended to negotiate, and to
seek peace; “but they had no other object,” as a
judicious statesman has observed, ‘‘than to concen-
trate their enterprises, and to inspire France with a
security which prevented her from prepafing for war,
by calling out her full forces.”!

Some philosophers, or rather those who thought
they merited this name, at every chance they could
find, have sought to impugn and turn to ridicule the
conduct of these princes, but they have been obstinate
in misconceiving the true causes of this war. They

1 Pudlic Law of Europe, vol. iii, p. 194. Note in Qriginal,
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have repeated to their mutual shame, that Franee had
exposed herself to so great reverses, and had shed so
much blood, only for the possession of some tracts of
ice, and savage countries or Worthless deserts. Such was
the language of an ignorant cynic! Such the ex-
pressions that pride and presumption would consecrate
as oracles of a sublime reason !

Persons better informed, have not, itis true, brought
so much reproach upon France, but they have accused
her commissaries of incapacity and passion, and her
ministers of ambition, and of not having sincerely
desired peacc. The author of the memoir which we
now publish, appears to have had some of these preju-
dices. We think we may assure his readers that they
will find in the manifestoes of France, numerous and
incontestable proofs, that the pretenisons of England
towards Canada, were not the cause, but the pretext
of the late war.
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MEMOIR UPON THE LAST WAR.

Before entering upon the details of the wal" which
has resulted in the loss of Canada, it may be nccessary
to say a few words of the claims of the two powerful
nations who had formed establishments upon a conti-
nent, where originally they had no rights, and were
respectively unable to acquire any, except what they
carried with them. We do not speak of the natives’
rights, which these powers counted as nothing,
although these natives thought it very strange that
they should be driven from the country in which the
Master of Life had, according to their belief, created
them; where they had always lived, and where the
bones of their forefathers formed almost their sole title
of possession. They wished to know no masters, as
they had none among themselves.

These foreigners therefore, established and main-
tained themselves by force. They found many points
of contact which became a subject of strife. The
English, penetrating upon the upper Hudson, met the
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French establishments upon Lake Champlain. The
colonies of Virginia and Pennsylvania became flourish-
ing, and wished to extend their Indian trade to beyond
the Alleghanies, where they found themselves upon
tracts already ours, aud this led to complaints at both
courts. KEach sent on parties to confirm their rights
by ocenpation, and jealousy soon led to troubles.

< Let us begin with the claims of Acadia, or Nova
‘Scét‘ia, without noticing the prior details of the peace
‘of EUTﬁréé}ht. The English in 1714, sent a regiment to
'A'lxn‘lapo(lis, on Port Royal, to take possession of Acadia,
but made no further effort to fix themselves on this
peninsula, of which at least three fourths were occu-
pied by the French and their Indian allies. By the
treaty of 1748, it was agreed,! that the limits of the
French and English should be fixed amicably by their
respective commissioners. In 1749 the English fixed
themselves at Chibucton, and founded Halifax.?
Everything remained quiet till the war of 1740, during
which the Acadians, or French of Acadia, aided by
the Canadians, formed several parties against the
English, without its appearing that the latter pretended
to regard the Acadians as their subjects.

1 Article XVIII, of the treaty referred to.— Ebp.

3The scheme proposed for an English scttlement in Nova Scotia
was so favorable that 3,760 adventurers with their families embarked
in May 1743, under the Hon. Edward Cornwallis, and laid the found-
ation of Halifax. A civil government was organized on the 14th of
July, and active operations were at once begun. — Haliburton's Nova
Scotia. — ED.
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During the discussions of these commissioners, they
built Fort Bean-bassin, and the French, that of Beau-
sejour.! The English likewise called upon the Acadi-
ans to take the oath of allegiance, and upon their
refusing, they transported all except those that retired
to the domains of Canada, and scattered themselves
in the settlements. Althongh the English pretended
to claim to ‘the St. Lawrence, it still seemed by the
erection of Beau-sejour, that they did not seriously
wish more than the possession of the peninsula of
Acadia. M. de la Jonquiere, commandant of the
Canadians, and Col. Lawrence of the English, were
entrusted with the settlement of the limits, but could
decide nothing without force, or the marked unity of
thetwonations, and they did nothing but quarrel. Law-
rence was more adroit, and J onquiere, a seaman, was
the more frank, but they were easily offended, spoke
injuriously of each other, and soon came to open defi-
ance. These quarrels passing to the commanders of
the frontier posts led to the death of a commandant
of Beau-bassin, who was killed by one of our Indians,
at the instigation, as was charged, of one of our Sul-
pician missionaries, who was living with these people,
and who being afterwards taken by the English, was
allowed, through a natural but indiscreet policy, to
Wwas at the head of Shegnekto or Chignecto Bay, the
westerly head branch of the Bay of Fundy. Afterits capture by Col.
Monckton in June, 1755, it was called Fort Cumberland, and the

locality still bears this name. Beau-bassin was lower down on the
same bay.— ED.
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perish in a dungeon.! This aet did not then lead to an
open rupture, although the treaty of 1748 did not end
the war.

The English meanwhile, wishing to post troops in
the village of Minas, which the French claimed, the
governor of Canada sent a detachment in the winter

to remove them. Coming to the king’s village by
night, and being well acquainted with the place, they
separated so as to attack every house at once. It was
near midnight, and the commandant having supped
with his officers, went out, upon some ocecasion, and
seeing a considerable fall of snow exclaimed, “Zounds!
what a fine time for a Canadian!” He did not think
of speaking so near the truth. Our men in ambush
upon hearing him, raised a shout, and at once rushed
into the houses, where they captured three hundred
men, of whom the most walkeful were doubtless these
officers.?

M. de la Jonquiere was succeeded by M. de la
Galissonniere, a man well fitted by his talents for com-
mand in these regions, but he did not stay long enough
_ 1The author doubtless refers to the Rev. Louis Joseph de la Loutre,
a missionary of Acadia, and a most virulent partizan of the French
cause. After ruining his people by his rash councils, he abandoned
them in their distress, found his way to Quebec, was received by the
bishop with reproaches for his interference in secular affairs, and in
Angust 1757, sailed for France. The vessel was captured, and the
Abbé was thrown into prison in Island of Jersey, where he remained
eight years. After the peace of 1763, he was allowed to return to
France. — Mem. sur le Canada, in Collec. of Iat. and ITist, Soc. of Quebree,
59, 60 ; Knox's Journal, i, 114.— Ep,

2Qee Col. ITist. N. Y., x,91.— Ep.
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to advance the ncgotiation in which ncither power
would yield. e was relieved by M. du Quesne, who
was charged with the same business. They were beset
by parties who were continually making a petty war
in Acadia, and involving the two nations more and
more against each other.

M. du Quesne upon his arrival, took a fancy for an
amiable dame, and formed connections with her family
and friends. .As usual, the husband was placed in one
of the highest and best positions in the country.
About the same time, M. Bigot passed from the
intendency of Louisburgh, to that of Canada. He
likewise attached himself to Madam Péan, wife of the
Aid-major of the post of Quebec, and took great
interest in this family. The Intendant was charged
with everything relating to the finances, —the pro-
visions, which were obtained by an excise, aund the
supplies of merchandize for the trade. In order that
these two chiefs should mutually accommodate, it was
necessary for them to agree, as also their associates.
As these places were seldom held Jonger than from
three to five years, the gentlemen usually sought to
promote their own, and their friends’ interests as much
as possible within the time. ~Whether the project of
an establishment upon the Ohio, was contrived among
them to afford an occasion more favorable to their
interests,' or whether the court had decided upon it,

1 ). Pouchot gives these events under a false light. The motives of
which he speaks may have determined the choice of the governor of
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as tending to their advantage, this project was exe-
cuted in the winter of 1753-4. .

From seven to eight hundred Canadians were
equipped and provisioned,! under the orders of M.
Marin. Several colonial officers were first stationed
at the Niagara portage, and in the spring, provisions,
munitions of war, implements and merchandise, were
sent in abundance. They took into that region goods
of every kind, even to velvets, damask, shoes for
women, silk hose, &e., and a plenty of Spanish wines.
These goods were offered' by the parties of whom we
have spoken, and bought on the king’s aceount. We
presume there wasno difiiculty in agreeing to the price
asked.

These goods were a long time in passing from the
portage of Niagara, and from Presque Isle* to the

Canada, for an officer to command on the Ohio, without having
engaged to form there an establishinent. His predecessor, M. de la
Jonquiere, had already projected that which M. du Quesne hastened
to execute, to antieipate the designs of the English, who sought to eut
the connection between Louisiana and Canada. They morcover,
made great preparations for attacking the French, under the pretext
of aiding the Indians whom they had drawn under their protection.
— Note in Original.

The French party sent to make a lodgment on the Ohio, in the
beginning of 1753, was under the orders of Legardeur de St. Pierre.
— Entick i, 96. — Ep.

1 Every time that the Canadian troops went on a campaign, they
were furnished with a soldier’s overcoat, two shirts, a cap, mittens, a
blanket, and a pair of seal skin shoes each month. They moreover
gave to the officers, a bottle of wine daily, two kegs of brandy a
month, aham or a sheep, and powder and lead for hunting. — Note in
Original.

2 Now Erie, in Pennsylvania. — Ep.
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Ohio, from want of horses and equipage, which caused
the loss of nearly four hundred men, from scurvy or
the fatigue of carrying the goods upon their backs.
During this interval, the officers drank Spanish wines,
and each one supplied himself as he pleased from the
stores, of velvets, &e., which were not certainly mer-
chandise for the Indians. Thus the provisions that
reached the post of Du Quesne were in small quan-
tities, and still more reduced by pilfering, and exposure
to damage on the way. The officers and soldiers
returning to Canada were therefore well equipped, and
a verbal report of things used, made everything right.
Upon these expeditions, the Chevalier Péan, whom the
Intendant was quite willing to seud away from his
wife, was charged with making a journey with four
hundred militia to Detroit and neighboring regions,
well supplied with all sorts of provisions and goods,
for presents to the Iudizins, under the pretext of attach-
ing them to our cause.

Such a mission was needless, sinee this part had long
been inhabited by the French, who had formed inti-
mate relations with the Indians of that eountry,
and besides, there were French officers at all the
posts, to secure this object; —but it got rid of a
husband, and a nice lot of goods for the company.
Péan returned in triumph to Canada after this fine
exploit.

M. de Contre-eceur remained commandant of Fort
Du Quesne, which M. Mercier, an artillery officer, had
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laid out and built. De Villiers, Jumonville and several
other officers, were also left at this post.

During the sunimer they were informed, that a party
of English had passed from towards the Forks of the
Monongahela, and come to the Ohio to locate them-
selves. The council at Fort Du Quesne, determined to
send Jumonville with a detachment of thirty armed
men,' to require them to return, and he was the bearer
of a letter demanding a surrender from the command-
ant. The English officer, notified by friendly Indians,
of the approach of this detachment, awaited their
artival in a kind of ambuscade. Jumonville, seeing
himself the weaker party, songht to show his letter,
of which lie was the bearer. The English, who did not
wish to compromise themselves by a parley, fired upon
the party, killing Jumonville and some others, and
took the rest prisoners.* When news of this reached

1 According to Mante, this detachment consisted of forty-five men,
Of tliese but one escaped. — Ep.

2Did Pouchot here wish to hint that Jumonville had hostile views ?
The weakness of his escort does not allow us to suppose this. The
Indians even, were not mistaken, and so esteemed the character of
this officer, that at the moment of his assassination, they threw them-
selves between the French and English to protect him. We regret to
know, that the celebrated General Washington commanded on this
occasion the murdercrs of Jumonville. He acted, only, it is true,
under the exact orders of his government, but he might have exe-
cuted them in a manner less odious, — Note in Original.

The reader will find the subject of this affair with Jumeonville fully
discussed in Spark’s Life and Writings of Washinglon. i, 46 ; ii, 437, et
seq. 'The French had ten killed, one wounded, and twenty-one taken
prisoners, while the English ore killed and two or three wounded.
The latter numbered onc hundred and fifty when they set out from
Will's creck. — Eb.
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Fort Du Quesne, Villiers grieved at the death of his
brother, asked leave to go and take vengeance in the
Indian fashion. A council of war was held, of which
the leading spirit was Mercier, and in which they
resolved in writing, that without wishing to impair
the treaty of Utrecht, Villiers should march with a
detachment of three hundred men, to seek the English,
who, to the number of five hundred, had begun a fort,
in a place they had christened MNecessity.! The French
coming to this fort, took post behind the trees, and a
little abattis built by the English. They had beguna
ditch, which was already exeavated knee deep, as the
earth lay piled up, but the firing of the men, who
aimed well, soon disabled a considerable number.
The English, seeing themselves crippled by this mur-
derous fire, asked to capitulate. They were received
as prisoners on parole, upon condition that they should
at once return those whom they had taken, and that
they should give two officers as hostages.? M. de Vil-

1The site of Fort Neeessity is in Fayette County, Pa., four miles
east of Laurel Hill, and about three hundred yards south of the
National road, on a creek emptying into the Yohiogany River.—
Pennsylvania Archives, xil, 422, 423. — Ep.

2%'he two hostages were Captains Jaeob Van Braam and Robert
Stobo. The latter after along eaptivity, and repeated attempts to
escape, finally succeeded with a few others in leaving Quebee in a
bark canoe, and in reaching the English fleet just before the fall of
Quchee in 1759. The memoirs of Stobo were republished in Pitts-
burgh in 1834 with .notes by N. B. Craig. Van Braam, in 1770
claimed and received a share of the Virginia bounty lands, and in
1777, was made Major of the 60th Foot, or Royal Amerieans, — Ifist.
Braddock's Exped., p. 53. — Ep.
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liers furthermore required them to give a statement?
as to how they had killed? Jumonville so untimely,
and then sent them away. They were obliged to do
this, because they had been troubled to support those
in their fort.? '

!This statement is not preserved. Washington still commanded
the fort when he surrendered to De Villiers. The relation of the
latter officer does not agree with that of Pouchot. See documents
in illustration, in Mem. de la France, No. ix,— Note in Original.

2The word used in the original is assussiné, — Ep.

3 The battle of Great Meadows, fought July 3, 1754, is minutely
described in Sparks's Washington, i, 55 ; ii, 456, et seq. The terms of
surrender are given in the original, 1. 459. A hearsay rumor having
reference to thls event, is contained in the following letter. It was
not confirmed, buton the contrary disappreved, and has never
before been printed. It was ascertained that the Indian suspected
had not been with Colonel Washington as confirmed by Mr. Crogan
and one Jobn Davis.

OxErpA CARRYING PLACE, August 13, 1756.

Smr: Major Craven has thought proper to send an Indian down to
you by Mr. Read, as we suspect him to be in the enemy’s interest, for
while our caftle were feeding about half a mile behind Fort Newport,
one of the guard which had the care of the cattle, heard the bushes
behind him rattle.  Upon this he lookt and saw this Indian coming
out of the bushes. IIe cocked his piece at him; the Indian then
cryed “Johnson Brother,” and wanted to shake hands with the
soldier. The soldier then asked him where he came from. The
Indian answered, “from the lake.” Tbe soldier [asked] what mado
him come through the woods. Ile said he was afraid the soldiers
would hurt him. When he came to the corporal of the guard, he
asked him where he came from. The Indian said, “from Cadaraqui,”
and that they had repaired the fort; that it was built of lime and
stone, cight foot thick. The place where the Indian was discovered
is the same where one of our sergeants and one private man were
scalped some time ago, and one sergeant taken prisoner. Wben he
came to Fort Williams he was again interrogated where lie came
from. He said “from Cadaraqui,” and that it was very strong; that
last year we might have taken it, but now the French were twenty
times stronger than we. Ile said also, that there were twelve more
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The French returned in trinmph to their garrison,
and remained quiet the remainder of the campaigu.
Several officers returned to Canada, among whom was
Mercier, who was there relieved by Lery, self styled
an engineer. Mercier and Péan were sent to France
to report the glorious and interesting events of their

campaign. We may guess whether they took care to

with him, and that formerly they had rewards for sealps, but now
they were to take prisoners only. (On Sunday last, one of our men
was missing, and has not been heard of sinee. Ile went out a fishing
up the river.)

Corporal Man, of General Shirley’s regiment says he knew this
Indian in South Carolina, and that he then went by the name of
Samuel Harris, and when he was with Colonel Washington at the
Great Meadow, (Corporal Man then belonged to the Carolina Inde-
pendent companies, and was then with Captain Macoy,) this same
Indian and several others to about the number of fifty, went away on
pretence to bring down their wives and families, and went over to Fort
Du Quesne, and took the ITalf King, Silver Heels, Monekatuca,
Cntaway Jack, Monekatucarton, and Free Robin, prisoners to Fort
Du Quesne, and delivered them to the French. Three or four days
after the above mentioned Indians were prisoners, they got leave to
walk without the fort, and immediately eame down to Colonel Wash-
ington, and informed him that the French and Indians were coming
to attack them, and that this Sam. Harris, Delaware George, with
whom this Indian used always to keep company, and a great part of
the others had joined the Freneh, and were eoming with them to
attack us.

James Battey, soldier in the Carolina Blues, was with Colonel
Washington at the same time, and confirms what Corporal Man says.
Corporal White, of my company, says that he knows this Indian to
be a Shawanese. I suppose Silver Heels is with you, and will be able
ip inform whether what is said against this Indian is true or not.
Major Craven desires his compliments,

Sir, your most obed’t humble serv’t.,
' James DE LANCEY.
Sir William Johnson.

Another Indian account is given in the History of Braddock's Fxpe-

dition, p. 45.— ED.
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inform the court, of the necessity of encouraging those
useful establishments, especially such as they foresaw
would ocecasion expense, and turn to the profit of their
company. ,

When the English learned of the events in this part
of America, they resolved to s.end, in the winter of
1754-5 Pepperell’s, Shirley’s, Halket’s and Dunbar’s
regiments to America, to maintain their establishments.
The first two were destined for Oswego, and the other
two for Virginia, and from thence to the Ohio.

1755. France, learning of the departure of these
regiments for America, likewise resolved to send the
Queen’s regiment, and the regiments of Artois, Bur-
gundy, Languedoe, Guienne, and Béarn, which re-
paired to Brest, at the beginning of April, 1755.! They
found a fleet of twenty-two ships of war, ready to
receive the second battalions of these regiments, des-
tined for America.?

We here give the details of this fleet, the finest
which left our ports during the late war.?

! Notwithstanding these active preparations for hostilities in Amer-
ica, war was not formally deelared by England until May 18, 1756,
and by France on the 9th of June of that year.

2That of the Marshal of Conflans was larger. — Note in Original.

$The French squadron which came out of Brest Nov. 14, 1759,
under Admiral Confians, eonsisted of 26 ships, mounting 1,612 guns,
and manned by nearly 20,000 men. A list is given in KEntick's Hist,,
iv, 270.— Ep. :
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ARMED VESSELS OF WAR.

The Formidable, of 80 guns and a crew of 900 men,
under Commodore M. de I\Ia011émara, eommander of
the fleet, and M. de Kersaint, flag captain; M. Duchaf-
fault, second captain.

The Entreprenant' of 74 guns and a crew of 700
men, under Commodore M. Dubois de la Mothe, and
M. de Sauzay, second eaptain, destined to conduct
the troops to Canada, having on board M. de Vau-
dreuil, governor of Canada, M. Dieskau, field marshal,
commander of the French troops, and M. Daureil,
intendant commissary to the land forees.

The Palmier, of T4 guns and 750 men; the Chevalier
de Beaufremont captain, d’Orvilliers, second captain.

The Héros, of 74 guns, 750 men, M. de Montlouet,
commodore; M. de Kermaban, second captain.

The Bizarre, of 64 guns and 500 men, M. de Salvert,
commodore; de Marolles, seeond captain; destined
for Louisburg.

The Aleide, of 64 guns and 500 men, M. Hoeqart
captain; M. de Paraveau, second captain. It had
on board Col. M. de Rostaing, second in command of
the French troops, and two engineers.”

1This vessel was afterwards destroyed by the English on the eap-
ture of Louisburg in 1758. — Mante, p. 135.— Eb.

2In de Vaudreuil's Journal, he says there were three engineers,
M. Rostaing was killed in an action that ended in the capture of this
vessel, June 8. — Ep.

5
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The Lveillé, of 64 guns and 500 men, M. de Fontes,
captain.

The Inflexible, of 64 guns and 500 men, M. de Guoé-
briant.

The Aigle, of 54 guns, M. de Cousage.

FRIGATES.

The Amelisthe, of 80 guns and 220 men, M. Dubois,
captain. '

The Fleur de Lys, of 30 gnns, 220 men, M. le Cheva-
lier de Marinniere.

The Sirene, of 30 guns, 220 men, M. de Tourville,

The Heroine, of 30 guns, 200 men, M. de Bory.

The Comette, of 30 guns, 200 men, M. de Ruis.

The Diane, of 30 guns, M. de I’ Aiguelle.

‘The Fidéle, of 30 guns, M. de la Jonquiere.

ARMED VESSELS IN THE FLEET, FOR THE TRANSPORTA-
TION OF LAND TRooPs.

The Defenseur, of T4 guns, reduced to 24 guns, M.
de Beausier, eaptain; 9 companies of Artois, embarked
April 12th.

The Dauphin Royal, 74 guns, reduced to 24, M. de
Montalais, captain; 9 companies of Burgundy.

The Algonguin, 74 guns, reduced to 24, M. de Ville-
leon, eaptain; 9 companies of the Queen’s regiment
embarked the 14th.

The KEspérance, of T4 guns, reduced to 24, M. de
Bouville, eaptain ;. a company of grenadiers, 3 sentinel
companies of Artois, and 8 of Burgundy.
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The Actif, of 67 guns, reduced to 22, M. de Chau-
mont, captain; 9 companies of Languedoc, embarked
on the 6th.

The Illustre, 64 guns, reduced to 22, M. de Choiseuil;
9 companies of Guienne, embarked on the 4th.

The Opiniondtre, 64 guns, reduced to 22, M. de
Moléans, captain; 9 companies of Béarn, embarked on
the 8th. -

The Lis, of 64 guns, reduced to 22, M. de Lorgerie,
captain ; 4 companies of the Queen’s regiment, and
4 of Lauguedoec.

The Léopard, 60 guns, reduced to 22, M. de Chif-
reville, captain; 4 companies of Guienne, and 4 of
Béarn.

The Apollon of 60 guns, M. de Gomain. 4 compa-
nies destined to serve the hospital.

The Aguillon, do., M. de Rigaudieres, 4 companies.

We will not forget to notice that Mercier and Péan
embarked with M. de Vaudreuil. They had been
consulted as oracles at Versailles upon this war, and
were given to M. Dieskau as persons upon whose
advice everything depended for success.

The regiments on their arrival, passed the review of
M. de Crémille, inspector, who completed the com-
panies which were to pass, at the expense of others of
the same regiment, and these battalions were trans-
ferred to the marine corps. This change from land to
gea service, saddened these troops, without scarcely
knowing why. , They looked upon the event as worse
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than passing under an absolute foreign prince, as well
on account of the usages, as in the manner of being
treated.!

The fleet lay at anchor till the 3d of May, with
adverse winds, but on that day, it having blown eight
hours from the N. N. E,, the general gave the signal
to get ready. In tenhours and a half they were under
way.

The Formidable and the Entreprenant, having taken
the lead of the squadron, at noon were out of the har-
bor with a fresh wind, N. } N. E. They then erowded
sail till six in the evening, when the squadron formed
an order of march in three columns, M. de Macne-
mara and the men-of-war to the windward, M. de Sal-
vert in the centre, and M. Dubois de la Mothe to the
leeward.

On the 5th, being in latitude 45° 47’ and longitude
11° 21’ west from Paris, in the afternoon, the general
made signal to crowd sail without particular order.
In the evening there appeared to the west three ships,
onc of which disappeared in the night, and the other
two remained and followed in our wake, They were
thought to be English frigates.

On the Tth, at 1 p. M., the Entreprenant fired a
cannon and signaled the fleet to follow. The squad-
ron of M. de Macnemara lay to, and then sailed W.

1This false manner of viewing things, is as opposed to the public
good as to the national glory, and happily these gloomy prejudices
are daily becoming less. — Note in Original.
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N. W.and } N. W. A 4 o’clock p. M. the squadron
was out of sight. It appeared that one of the frigates
which followed, had lost a spar, which had not been
noticed until this day. On the 25th, wind light from
the E. 8. E. and foggy. At 6 a. M. the general lay
to, with the whole fleet. The wind turned to the 8. S.
‘W. very fresh, and they again sailed W.N. W, being
in latitude 46° 9’ and longitude 46° 29’ from Paris,
which they made out as 47 leagues from the Grand
Bank. They saw icebergs of a quarter of a league in
circuit.

On the 26th the wind from the 8. 8. W. veered to
the W. and N. N. W.and the fleet was separated, and
each vessel sought to keep with such as it met. The
fog became so dense that the mainmast could not be
seen by the helmsman. On this day, passed between
fields of ice higher than a mast, and from a quarter to
half a league around. The fleet did not again assemble
until its arrival at Quebee.

The English, whose squadron® was eruising between
the Grand Bank and Newfoundland, discovered some
of our vessels on the lifting of the fog, and we recog-
nized the sound of the firing of the Alcide and the Lis?

1Vice Admiral Boscawen sailed for America on the 22d of April,
1755, with & squadron of eleven ships of the line and one frigate,
bearing in all five thousand nine hundred and forty-five men. There
was on board a considerable land force, and he had orders to attack
the enemy’s fleet whereverhe should meet them.— Entick,i,127. — Ep.

3"These vessels were taken June 7th, off Newfoundland by Admiral
Boscawen’s fleet. — Pichou’s Lettres et Memoires sur Cape Breton, 248.
— Entick, i, 137. — Ep.
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The Entreprenant would have been also lost, if they
had not taken a false direction in the fog. They did
not go up the river higher than the Isle aux Coudres,
having fears about the safety of navigation in a place
where English ships of 110 guns have since sailed.
The Opiniondtre and the Algonquin, arrived first. They
anchored on the 19th of June at Quebec, and the
remainder were not long in coming up one by one.?
M. du Quesne? saw theregiments upon their arrival,
and held interviews with M. M. de Vaudreuil® and
Dieskan, upon the condition in which he left in their
hands the affairs of the country. He assured them
that every thing was quiet, and that the English
who were sald to be threatening Fort Du Quesne,
could not cross the mountains with any considerable
force; but of this did he have certain knowledge?
Although the country was destitute of everything,
as well in munitions and provisions as merchandise;

and had beendrained by the late operations, they never-

1 &ix vessels, viz: the Bizarre, Esperance, Dauphin-Royal, Deffeuseur,
Acquillon and Comette, under the command of M. de Salvert, and
having on board the battalions of Artois and Burgundy, separated
near the Grand Bank to proceed to Louisburg, where they arrived on
the 12th. N. Y. Col. Ilist., x,297.— ED.

2 M. Du Quesne disappeared from the theatre of Ameriean History
at this period. In 1758, being in France, he was appointed to the
command of all the forees, sca and land, in North America. In
March, he sailed from Toulon, in command of a small squadron,
which, however, was utterly discomfitted by the English. — Ep.

8Louis Phillippe Rigaud Marquis de Vaudreuil A concise bio-
graphical notice will be found in the V. Y. Co. Hist., x, 385. He died
in Paris, Dec. 14, 1802. —Ep.
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theless thought it strange that such considerable forces
had been sent to a colony which claimed to be able to
defend itself. Some of our officers, however, whom
curiosity led to visit the king’s magazines, were much
surprised in not finding over three hundred poor mus-
kets for trade, a ton and a half of balls, and a very
little powder, in a country threatened during four yecars
with a war, and against which preparatious had been
made for an attack. They very naturally inferred that
every one had been looking after their private interests,
instead of the public welfare.

M. Dieskau began to treat his troops after the Ger-
man style. He no longer could be seen by the com-
mon officers, and could receive no reports except from
the chiefs of the severa] corps, whom lie never con-
sulted. This was a most troublesome practice for a
small army. Hec yielded himself to Péan and Mer-
cier, whom alone he saw and heard, and was not even
willing to take advice and opinions from M. de Vau-
dreuil, who being a native of the country, and the
chief of the colony, should have had a most intimate
knowledge concerning it. These two fellows, un-
gkilled in everything outside of their own interests,
boasted after the Canadian fashion, that onc of their
number could drive ten Englishmen, and favored by a
few unexpected successes, they grew more and more
in confidence, and persuaded to measures, the results
of which we shall have occasion to notice. Before
even beginning his operations, which were directed by
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these persons, M. Dieskau found the secret of disaf-
fecting the governor of the country, and his own troops.

The Krench regiments spent the remainder of June
at Quebee, and did not leave in bateanx for Montreal
until the first days of July. They remained there
until the 19th of that month.

During this interval, the officers formed an acquaint-
ance with those of their new companions of the Marine,
with whom they were to serve according to priority of
commission, under an order issued for that purpese.
The latter only rose above the grade of captain to fill
staft’ offices. Those who had received the cross of St.
Louis, had as much consideration shown them there,
as Lieutenants General and Knights of the order of
the Holy Ghost in France. Those who had headed
armies of only three hundred men, were respected in
the colony as Marshals of France.! A ecaptain of the
king’s fleet coming inte the country, was looked upon
as a divinity, and carried himself with great haughti-
ness.

The Canadian officers, although brave, knew but
little of the details of their profession, and Ramsay,
the Major of Quebec, could not even give the orders.
They knew but little about their men, who were
always scattered among the inhabitants. If they were
together at posts, as every one was looking after his
own little interests, differences would spring up
between the officers and the soldiers, alienating the

T All this is much exaggerated. — Note in Original.
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latter, and as the means for compelling obedience were
slight, rendering them insolent. Yet they were not
always at fault, and the quality most esteemed by an
officer or soldier in the country was, to be reputed as
having good legs. As they engaged in no war with-
out the help of the Indians, the latter directed all their
operations, as well on the march, as in an attack.!
With a better knowledge of the profession, and more
subordination, they would have made excellent com-
panies for light troops, both officers and men being
quite brave. Their manner of warfare made them
“very proper for this service, and it would therefore
have been very well to employ in the legions, such
of these officers and troops as had gone to France, and
were mustered out on their arrival.

These troops were very poorly armed, because the
refuse arms of all the king’s arsenals had been sent to
this country. It was the same with the artillery, the
cannon being all damaged by rust. He soon learned
of the capture of Beau-sejour, which was attacked by
six thousand English.* The garrison was sent to
Canada, under parole not to serve within six months.
Vercors, who commanded that place, was brought
before a court martial, because the officer of artillery

1The author has here forgotten many facts, being often blinded by
the prejudices of the service. — Note in Original.
2(Col. Monckton captured this place on the 16th of June, 1755, after
a siege of four days, and withont erccting a battery against it. The
place was named Fort Cumberland, — Mante, p 18, Entick, i,139.— Ep.
6
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had protested against the capitulation. It cannot be
said that the forts built in this country are impregna-
ble, since they cannot depend upon prompt succor.!

The regiments of Guienne and Béarn having been
equipped for the field, left on the 19th of July for
Frontenac. They embarked at La Chine in bateaux
laden with provisions for that place, and Péan came
thither to distribute supplies. Some wrangling en-
sued, because the troops did not receive the legal
weight, which if wanted, could not be supplied in an
uninhabited country. An officer who had quarreled
with him a long time, because his men did not get
eighty or a hundred pounds of bread or pork, having
ended, Péan lightly shrugged his shoulders, to indi-
cate the freedom which the want of a load would rather
oczasion.

The instructions of the troops going to Frontenac,
required them to march with the greatest caution, and
in case the enemy were found already there, they were
ordered to take and hold some favorable point near
La Presentation.” We may judge from this, how little
M. da Quesne knew of the enemy’s movements, while
he pretended that they had nothing to fear on theirside.

1M. Pouchot should have here added that the English general
Monckton, in seiziug the forts of Beau-sejour and Gaspareaux, took
advantage of the security formally promised by the court of London,
that nothing should be done or altempted in Acadia, before the
decision of the commissioners on boundaries, and which gave confi-
dence to M. Vercours. — Note in Original.

2 The present site of Ogdenshurg. — Ep.
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On the 3d of Aungust, these regiments arrived at
Frontenac.! On the 1st, while halting at a narrow
pass, they were met by some Indians with scalps, who
gave them the first news of an action that had been
fought near Fort Du Quesne, on the 13th of July.
We will here give an account, as received from some
Canadian officers who were present, of the order of
battle in which the English were found.

M. de Contre-caeur being apprised by the Indians,
of the march of a large body of English from Fort
Cumberland,? who were opening the road from day to
day as they advanced;—sent « detachment of two
hundred Canadians and colonial troops, under Captuins
Beaujeu and Dumas, with several other oflicers, having
under them Indians of the upper country, and our
domiciliated Indians, to the nnmber of five hundred.
This detachment expected to meet the English at some
distance, and hoped by some surprise or check, to
retard their march, rather than to prevent them from
reaching Fort Du Quesne, as the officers were told
that the enemy was in greatly superior force.

But the latter, confident in their numbers, proposed
to come and form an establishment, feeling assured that
it would cost them little beyond the trouble of show-

1 Now Kingston, Canada.— Eb,

2 General Braddock, who commanded these troops, had arrived there
on the 10th of May, and the rest of his army on the 17th, after a very
fatiguing march. — Note in. Original,

The post at Will's Creek, iow Cumberland, Md., was 179 miles from
Baltimore. — Ep.
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ing themelves, and convinced that they could take the
fort in a day. They, however, marched with great
caution, and upon arriving within three leagues of
Fort Du Quesne, they halted after crossing a little
stream near the house of a blacksmith named ¥razer,!
a German who had settled there to begin his trade
with the Indians, but had left when the French began
to oceupy upon the Ohio.?

About eleven o’clock in the morning, the English
began to defile over a hill forming a little mountain,
with twenty cavalrymen at the head,® ten carpenters,
two companies of Halke’s grenadiers, the seven com-
panies of that regiment, six recent companies of Vir-
ginia troops, three on the right and three on the left,
while the regiment of Dunbar, and its grenadiers
formed the rear guard. Then followed the laborers
and twenty horsemen, forming the column under the
orders of General Braddoek. The artillery was in the
centre, and the regimental baggage munitions and
provisions were in the rear. Allthese equipages were

1John Frazer, an English subject, had been driven off at the insti-
gation of the French. —Eb.

2The site of Braddock’s defeat was near the mouth of Turtle Creek,
eight miles in a dircct line from Pittshurgh, or twelve by way of the
river. The stream which the army had forded a little hefore the
attack, was the Monongahela, which was here hroad, shallow and
easily crossed. The bed of the stream is from three to four hundred
feet helow the surrounding country. — Sargent's Iist. of Braddock's
FBzrped., p. 220.— ED.

3 The advanee guard of the English was commanded by Lieutenant
Col. Gage, afterwards a general in the British army, in the revolution-
ary war.—ED.
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well protected by troops who were ranged by com-
panies in alternate order.!

The cavalry upon reaching the hill top, having dis-
covered the French who were marching down a hill,
fell back upon the advance guard, who were distant
from them a full musket shot. -

The French, on their part, upon secing the English,
threw themselves behind trees and began to fire, while
the Indians passed to the right and left of the hill.
They were thus exposed to a fire of musquetry and
artillery from the column, and were not accustomed
to hear such loud discharges, but sceing the French
réemain firm, and noticing that the fire was not very
destructive, they with their accustomed cries, resumed
each a place behind every tree.

The English were not expecting this attack, yet
they held a firm aspect, facing to the front and flanks,

! The arrangement of the march from the river's bank had been
made as follows: The engineers and guides and six light horsemen
procecded immediately before the advanced detachment under Gage,
and the working party under St. Clair, who had with him two brass
six pounders and as many tumbrils or tool carts. On either flank,
parties to the number of eight were thrown out to guard against sur-
prises. At some distance behind Gage, followed the line, preceded by
the light horse, four squads of whom also acted as extreme flankers
at cither end of the column. Next came the scamen, followed by a
subaltern with twenty grenadiers, a twelve pounder, and a company
of grenadiers. Then the vanguard succeeded, and the wagon and
artillery train, which began and ended with a twelve pounder; and
the vanguard closed the whole. Numerous flanking parties, however,
protected each side; and six subalterns, with twenty grenadiers and
ten sergeants, with ten men each, were detailed for this purpose.” —
Sargent's Hist. Braddock's Exped., p. 226. — Eb.
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but seeing that they covered too much ground, they
made a movement to advance, and returned a very
sharp fire, the officers on horseback, sword in hand,
animating their men. After the death of M. de
Beaunjeu, who was killed on the first fire, M. Dumas!
took command of the French, or rather, they econtinued
each one to do his best in the place they were in.
Soon afterward, the English abandoned two pieces
of artillery, and fell back toward the rear of their
column, which still pressed towards the front, to attack,
but they lost their cannon one by one, and were
thinned out by the musketry during a space of five
hours. The Indians taking this movement of the
column from the front towards the rear, as a tendeney
to retreat, rushed upon them with their tomahawks,
as did the French also, when they disbauded, and a
great massacre followed. ‘
They pursued the English, who threw themselves
into the stream to swim, and many were killed in
crossing. They did not, however, pursue far, because
the Indians could not wait to plunder and drink.
They counted on the battle field six hundred, on the
line of retreat about four hundred, and along a little
stream three hundred men. The total loss was esti-
matedat1,270.> They abandoned their wounded, who

1 After the peace he was made brigadier, and governor of the isles
of France and Bourhon.— ANote ¢n Original.

2The most careful returns of the English showed the total number
as 456 killed, 421 wounded, and 583 safe. Thisdid notinclude women
and servants. The French loss was reported at three officers killed
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mostly perished in the woods.! Of one hundred and
sixty officers, only six escaped. They took two twelve
pounders, four six pounders, four howitzers, twelve
Cohorn mortars, their ammunition and provisions, a
hundred covered wagons, military chest, and all the
baggage of the officers, who were well equipped, and
from whom the Canadians and Indians derived great
profit.?

This action, the most important and glorious that
the Indians had ever witnessed, and which was partly
won by the aceuracy of their own fire, only cost them
eleven killed, and twenty-nine wounded.

If on a battle field, with no natural advantage, this
event could happen to brave and well disciplined
troops, from not knowing how to fire steadily, and not
being acquainted with the kind of enemy they had to
deal with, it is an impressive lesson upon these two
points. This vietory, which was rece<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>